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Bcntham, of Nottingham University. Since Dr Humphreys is
a graduate of Cambridge the expedition might fairly claim to
be" representative of all the English Universities, Stallworthy
was already a veteran of the Arctic, and had been in charge
of a police post at Bache Peninsula in Ellesmere Land. His
knowledge of Arctic life was to prove invaluable.

The Norwegian ship Signalhorn set sail from London on
July 17, 1934, and by August 5 the great ice-cap of Greenland
glittered on the starboard side. At Jakobshavn supplies of
Arctic equipment were obtained from the Greenlanders, and
arrangements made for dog teams and the employment of
Eskimo assistants. At Thule two Eskimos and their wives,
who were to make the sealskin boots and deerskin clothing,
were picked up, and the Signalhorn butted her wray northward
through loose pack-ice, bound for Fort Conger. However,
soon after the far-off mountains of Ellesmere Land had been
sighted a great ice-barrier was seen from the crow's nest, and
it quickly became clear that the ship could not penetrate far
into Smith Sound. While awaiting better conditions the party
hunted walrus, and had soon garnered several tons of meat
for their ferocious huskies.

On the seventeenth the ship made another effort, but after
following a long lead for some miles a solid wall of ice twenty
feet thick was encountered. Reluctantly, they had to turn
back, and finally decided to set up their winter quarters at the
deserted settlement of Etah, on the Greenland coast, and nearly
three hundred miles south of the proposed base at Fort Conger.
A strong hut was built, and a number of short depot-laying
and hunting trips were undertaken before the long Arctic night
closed down and suspended activities. The dogs had been
brought ashore from the little island on which they had been
landed, and the young explorers began to learn the difficult
art of driving dog teams. When the day's duty had ended they
would listen in to the wireless, read books, or play cards, and
plan the trips which were to be undertaken in the Spring.
Some of them took the trouble to learn some words of Eskimo,
and paid frequent visits to the igloos of their hunters, marvelling
at the skill of the Eskimo women making clothes of sealskins
or fars.